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INTRODUCTION 


Sri Penusula Narasimha Wildlife Sanctuary spread over in the districts of Cuddapali and 
Nellore, Andhra Pradesh (14°18' to 14°41’ N and 79°05' to 79° 37' E) (Fig.l). The total 
area of 1031 sq/km was declared as a sanctuary on 4 th October 1997 by the Andhra 
Pradesh Forest Department. This area encompasses Turupukonda hills, part of Velikonda 
hill ranges, Somasila Dam and Kandalem reservoir. Main reason to notify this area as a 
sanctuary is the report of the presence of the critically endangered Jerdon's Courser 
Rhinoptilus bitorquatus from the foothills of Turupukonda (Bhushan 1995). Soon after 
the rediscovery of the Jerdon's Courser in 1986 and after few sightings, this place was 
proposed as Velikonda Wildlife Sanctuary but it was declared as a sanctuary only after 
about ten years as Sri Penusula Narasimha Wildlife Sanctuary. And this place is still 
referred as Velikonda Wildlife Sanctuary in literatures (BirdFife International 2001), 
which clearly shows that there is not much basic information available on this place 
especially regarding the flora, fauna and other conservation issues prevails in this 
sanctuary. 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To get first hand information and to update the facts and figures of this sanctuary, 

2. To do rapid survey of fauna present in the sanctuary area, 

3. To get ground-truth information in selected places with the help of satellite 
imagery. 

4. To identify the conservation issues and threats prevails in the sanctuary. 



METHODS 


Visits were made to different places mainly in the southern part of the Sri Penusula 
Narasimha Wildlife Sanctuary from 7 h to c ) h July 2003. Birds and habitats in which they 
found were recorded. Through night wa lks and by indirect evidences such as scats and 
footprints and by enquiring the local tribal people mammals list was prepared. GPS fixes 
was taken in the scrub jungle habitat and in the places where there are prominent 
structures like dams and road crossing since it will be useful to identify them in the 
Landsat TM 6 December 2000 (path/row 143/050) satellite imagery. 

SURVEY 

Faunal survey was conducted mainly in moist deciduous forests of Penchala Kona and 
Bairavi Kona areas which are situated in the foothill of Penchala Konda, also dry thorn 
forests present along the road sides from Gonupali to Aduripalle, Kandaleru to Rapur, 
Rapur to Gonupali (Map). Somasila Dam and Kandelem reservoir areas were also visited. 

RESULTS 

Birds 

Totally 68 bird species were recorded during this survey. Of these, as per the IBA criteria 
three species fall under Biome 10, sixteen species come under Biome 11 and one species, 
Yellow-throated bulbul Pycnonotus xantholaemus is restricted to Southern Deccan 
plateau (BirdLife International 2001) (Table 1). 



Pair of Yellow-throated bulbuls was sighted in the moist deciduous forest patch under the 
rocky foothi ll s of Penchala Korda (Fig.2)(N14°19.785' E079°24.254') on 7 h July 2003. 
The same day two birds were sighted in similar habitat in the place called Bairavi Kona, 
(N14°18.972' E79°25.944') which is further south and about three kil ometer from 
Penchala Kona. 

Driving through the road, which goes from Gonupali to Aduripalle, Kandalem to Rapur, 
Rapur to Gonupali reveals that most of the scrub forests have been cleared, overgrazed 
and frequently used by local peoples (Fig.3). Few places were transformed into 
monoculture plantations especially of Eucalyptus and Terminalia arjuna. 

Out of total 1031 sq/km sanctuary area, Somasila dam and Kandeleru reservoir spread 
over 346 sq/km (Fig.4 & 5). This large water body would be a repository for water birds 
but the area could not be surveyed due to time constrains. 

Ma mm als 

Fourteen species of mammals were recorded during this survey, of these ten species were 
sighted and four more species were included in the list which are reported by the local 
tribal peoples (Table 2). Golden Jackal Can is aureus, Common Palm Civet Paradoxurus 
hermaphroditus. Black napped hare Lepus nigricollis. Wild Pig Sits scrofa were recorded 
during night census. Scats and footprints of Sloth bear Melurus ursinus and Jungle Cat 
Fells chaus were seen at the edge of the waterhole near Bairavi Kona. 



Habitat and land use 


Reservoir and dam constitute 33.5% of the total sanctuary area, moist deciduous forest 
and dry thorn forest present at the foothills of Velikonda hill ranges. Most of the scrub 
jungle habitat was destroyed by anthropogenic pressures. It is difficult calculate the 
extent of the scrub jungle habitat from the satellite imagery since most of these forest 
areas were affected by clouds. But quite a lot of area looks potential habitat of the 
Jerdon's courser in the western slop of Tumpukonda Hill and also near by Chitvel area, 
which are present in Cuddapah district. Major land use is lemon farming and agriculture 
especially paddy, cotton, groundnut and sunflower. Fishing also taken place in the 
reservoirs. 

CONSERVATION ISSUES 

The religious enclave present inside the sanctuary is Sri Penisula Narasimha Swamy 
Temple. This place attracts 50 to 100 people per day. Every year, during May, it attracts 
huge number of people for five-day festival. Temple festival tourism has deleterious 
effects in this part of the sanctuary. Large quantity of litter and plastic bags were 
generated (Fig.6) during this festival and also collecting fuel wood and starting fires for 
cooking leads to biotic disturbance by depleting the forest around the temple and also 
makes way for forest fires occasionally. 

To store the water from river Krishna through Telugu-Ganga canals, Somasila dam was 
constructed in late 1980s. It has already submerged about 21% of land cover, which falls 



inside the sanctuary. Telugu-Ganga canal, which, goes through forest areas, have 
destructed the habitat on the course. Between 1985 and 1997, construction of Somasila 
dam and Kandelem reservoir resulted in submerging about 346 sq/km i.e. 33.5% of land 
cover present inside the Sanctuary area. Recently, it was proposed to increase the water 
storage capacity of Kandelem reservoir to meet the water supplies for more areas and 
now the work is in full swing. If this comes to effect, it will result in losing more forest 
areas in and around the Sri Penusula Narasimha Wildlife Sanctuary as well as about 20 
villages will be submerged under the water. 

Construction of roads from Adurupalli to Penchala Kona and Rapur to Penchala Kona 
mainly for the Sri Penusula Narasimha Temple has already depleted considerable amount 
of forest in the Sanctuary. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. There are no signboards found any where near by the sanctuary so it is essential to 
keep signboards with slogans in different places to make people aware of the 
presence of the wildlife sanctuary. 

2. Sanctuary border should be demarcated to avoid encroachments. 

3. Use of plastic bags should be banned in the Sri Penusula Narasimha Swamy 
temple. 

4. Cleaning the litters and removing plastic bags is necessary and should be done 


periodically. 



5. Clearing the scrub jungle habitat should be stopped immediately especially for 
monoculture plantation. 

6. Key habitats for Yellow-throated bulbul, which are moist deciduous forests 
present mainly under the foothills of Penchala Kona area. These areas should be 
protected from illegal wood cutting and littering by the pilgrim/tourists who visits 
Sri Penusula Narasimha Swamy temple. 

7. It is also essential to conduct a survey to identify the presence of Yellow-throated 
bulbul and its habitats in new areas in the sanctuary. 

8. Submersible areas of Kandelem reservoir should be identified and rapid faunal 
survey carried out in those places as soon as possible. 
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TABLE 1 


LIST OF BIRDS RECORDED IN AND AROUND SRI PENUSULA NARASIMHA 
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY FROM 7 th TO 9 th JULY 2003. 


SL. No. 

COMMON NAME 

SCIENTIFIC NAME 

1 

Little Cormorant 

Phalacrocorax niger 

2 

Great Cormorant 

Phalacrocorax carbo 

3 

Little Egret 

Egretta garzetta 

4 

Black-shouldered Kite 

Elanus caeruleus 

5 

Shikra 

Accipiter badius 

6 

Grey Francolin 

Fran col in us pondicerian us 

7 

Painted Spurfowl * 

Galloperdix lunulata 

8 

Grey Junglefowl 

Gallus sonneratii 

9 

Common Buttonquail 

Turnix suscitator 

10 

Yellow-wattled Lapwing * 

Vanellus malabaricus 

11 

Red-wattled Lapwing 

Vanellus indicus 

12 

Blue Rock Pigeon 

Columba livia 

13 

Little Brown Dove 

Streptopelia senegcdensis 

14 

Spotted Dove 

Streptopelia chinensis 

15 

Eurasian Collared-Dove 

Streptopelia decaocto 

16 

Emerald Dove 

Chalcophaps indica 

17 

Rose-ringed Parakeet 

Psittacula krameri 

18 

Plum-headed Parakeet * 

Psittacula cyanocephala 

19 

Asian Koel 

Eudynamys scolopacea 

20 

Small Green-billed Malkoha j: 

Phaenicophaeus viridirostris 

21 

Greater Coucal 

Centropus sinensis 

22 

Spotted Owlet 

Athene brama 

23 

Jerdon’s Nightjar i 

Caprimulgus atripennis 

24 

Asian Palm-Swift 

Cypsiurus balasiensis 

25 

House Swift 

Apus affinis 

26 

White-breasted Kingfisher 

Halcyon smyrnensis 

27 

Small Bee-eater 

Merops orientalis 

28 

Indian Roller 

Coracias benghalensis 

29 

Indian Grey Hombill * 

Ocyceros birostris 

30 

Brown-headed Barbet * 

Megalaima zeylanica 

31 

Coppersmith Barbet 

Megalaima haemacephala 

32 

Lesser Golden-backed Woodpecker * 

Dinopium benghalense 

33 

Red-winged Bush-Lark * 

Mirafra erythroptera 

34 

Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark * 

Eremopterix grisea 

35 

Rufous-tailed Finch-Lark 

Ammomanes phoenicurus 

36 

Common Swallow 

Hirundo rustica 


















































































































37 

Red-rumped Swallow 

Hirundo daurica 

38 

Common Woodshrike * 

Tephrodorn is pondicerianus 

39 

Red-whiskered Bulbul 

Pycnonotusjocosus 

40 

Red-vented Bulbul 

Pycnonotus cafer 

41 

Yellow-throated Bulbul t 

Pycnonotus xantholaemus 

42 

White-browed Bulbul * 

Pycnonotus luteolus 

43 

Common Iora 

Aegithinci tiphia 

44 

White-rumped Shama 

Copsychus malabaricus 

45 

Indian Robin * 

Saxicoloides fulicata 

46 

Pied Bushchat 

Saxicola caprata 

47 

Spotted Babbler 

Pellorneum ruficeps 

48 

Indian Scimitar-Babbler $ 

Pomatorhinus horsfieldii 

49 

Common Babbler 

Turdoides caudatus 

50 

Jungle Babbler * 

Turdoides striatus 

51 

White-headed Babbler * 

Turdoides ajfinis 

52 

Franklin’s Prinia 

Prinia hodgsonii 

53 

Jungle Prinia * 

Prinia sylvatica 

54 

Blyth’s Reed-Warbler 

Acrocephalus dumetorum 

55 

Common Tailorbird 

Orthotomus sutorius 

56 

Tickell’s Flowerpecker 

Dicaeum erythrorhynchos 

57 

Purple-rumped Sunbird 

Nectarinia zeylonica 

58 

Purple Sunbird 

Nectarinia asiatica 

59 

White-rumped Munia 

Lonchura striata 

60 

House Sparrow 

Passer clomesticus 

61 

Yellow-throated Sparrow 

Petronia xanthocollis 

62 

Common Myna 

Acridotheres tristis 

63 

Black Drongo 

Dicrurus macrocercus 

64 

White-bellied Drongo * 

Dicrurus caerulescens 

65 

Ashy Woodswallow * 

Artemius fuscus 

66 

Indian Treepie 

Dendrocitta vagabunda 

67 

House Crow 

Corvus splendens 

68 

Jungle Crow 

Corvus macrorhynchos 


t RESTRICTED TO SOUTHERN DECCAN PLATEAU 


t BIOME-10, INDIAN PENINSULA TROPICAL MOIST FOREST 

* BIOME-11, INDO-MALAYAN TROPICAL DRY ZONE 


Nomenclature for birds follows Manakadan & Pittie 2001. 




































































































LIST OF MAMMALS RECORDED IN AND AROUND 


SRI PENUSULA NARASIMHA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
FROM 7 th TO 9 th JULY 2003. 


SL. No. 

COMMON NAME 

SCIENTIFIC NAME 

1 

Bonnet macaque 

Macaca radiata 

2 

Common langur 

Presbytis johni 

3 

Leopard t 

Panthera pardus 

4 

Jungle cat * 

Felis chaus 

5 

Toddy cat 

Paradoxurus hermaphroditus 

6 

Wolft 

Canis lupus 

7 

Jackal 

Canis aureus 

8 

Dhole t 

Cuon alpinus 

9 

Sloth bear * 

Melurus ursinus 

10 

Indian flying fox 

Pteropus giganteus 

11 

Three striped palm squirrel 

Funambulus palmarum 

12 

Black-naped hare 

Lepus nigricollis nigricollis 

13 

Chitalf 

Axis axis 

14 

Indian wild boar 

Sus scrofa 


* IDENTIFIED THE PRESECE BY MEANS OF SCATS AND FOOTPRINTS 

t LEARNT THROUGH LOCAL TRIBAL PEOPLES 

REST OF THEM WERE RECORDED THROUGH DIRECT SIGHTINGS 




















































FIG. 2 MOIST DECIDUOUS FOREST AMIDST ROCKY HILLOCKS AT THE 
FOOTHILLS OF PENCHALA KONDA WHERE YELLOW-THROATED BULBULS 

WERE SIGHTED 



FIG.3. CLEARING THE SCRUB JUNGLE HABITAT 



FIG.4. A VIEW OF SOMASILA DAM 



FIG.5. A VIEW OF KANDELERU RESERVOIR 







FIG.6. PLASTIC BAGS LITTERED BY THE PILGRIM TOURSTS AT THE 
ENTRANCE OF SRI PENUSULA NARASIMHA SWAMY TEMPLE 













